CHAPTER 1
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
INTRODUCTION Objectives of the Study
The purpose of this report is to examine the expansion and geographical redirection of coal mining now occurring in the United States, its effects on ground water, and the environmental and socioeconomic impacts of those effects.  (Throughout the report, the term "effect" is used in reference to the changes in ground-water resources that result directly from a mining activity. The term "impact" refers to the ensuing environmental and socioeconomic consequences of the ground-water changes.)
Scope of the Study
The study could have been limited to the effects coal mining might have on the quantity and quality of ground-water resources. However, such an approach would address only technical issues and leave the reader with limited guidance and perspective. Therefore, the scope of this examination has been broadened to enable the reader to see coal mining as one of many competing uses for the nation's ground-water resources. To that end, the report addresses ground-water use, ground-water supplies and availability, principles that govern the functioning of hydrogeologic systems, and the institutional framework for ground-water allocation.
Because of the geological, hydrological, climatic, and water-rrights differences between the eastern and western United States, the study includes separate examinations of the specific ground-water implications of coal mining in both regions. The 100th meridian was selected as the boundary between the East and the West. Texas and the Gulf Coast are included in the eastern zone. Alaska is not covered in the report because the NRC Committee on Alaskan Coal Mining and Reclamation reported on that subject (National Research Council 1980).nd Water Resources; (2) Eastern Coal Mining and Reclamation? and (3) Western Coal Mining and Reclamation. Once attention to the more technical aspects of the study was underway, the Committee formed a Panel onration of a contamination enclave from a landfill      106
